Option 1: Body Ritual of the Narcirema (50 points)
Read Horace Miner’s famous anthropological satire of American culture, Body Ritual of the Nacirema (Miner, 1956) – located on the website (www.nelsonssociology101.weebly.com) under Unit 2 –Culture, under “Readings and Article Links”

Directions:
Part 1: (25 points, 1 page)

· Identify and describe 5 cultural practices/ beliefs of the ‘Nacirema’ people, as described by Miner – include a brief description and cite by page parenthetically, like (p. 503)  

Part 2: (25 points, 1 page) 

· Identify and describe 5 cultural practices and/or beliefs of your culture (this does not have to be traditional “American” practices, though you may of course include that. Any aspects of your culture count – this could be anything from fasting for Ramadan, celebrating Christmas, eating at McDonald’s, taking a selfie, or anything else within your culture. 
· For EACH of the 5 practices you choose, describe each of these 5 practices from an outside perspective, as Miner did of American culture. 

*When you write, imagine that you are an anthropologist visiting your own culture for the first time – imagine how you would describe the act of taking a selfie if you had never seen it done before and you were writing a book about culture. Use Miner’s essay as an example of format.

Option 2: Ethnocentrism and Cultural Relativism (50 points)

Read Female Genital Mutilation (Dorkenoo & Elworthy) on the class website.

1. Summarize this controversial practice including geography (where does it take place), cultural reasons behind it, and beliefs about it (based on the author’s point of view) – 1 page
2. Describe this practice from BOTH an ethnocentric viewpoint (e.g., why is it ‘strange’ or ‘wrong’ to you – what cultural values does it offend?) AND from a relativistic standpoint (why might this not be the concern of other cultures? Why might this be ok? 1 page
*Remember, you don’t need to personally believe what you’re writing, just be able to write academically from 2 opposed viewpoints.
