Mr. Nelson -Sociology

Deviance, Criminology, Laws and Values activity
Directions: For each of the following actions (some of which are existing crimes, some of which are not), choose which negative sanction/legal punishment you would give. When you are done we will have a class discussion to see people’s rationales for their choices.
Selected Deviant Acts:

A.) Intentionally murdering a child

B.) Unintentionally murdering a child

C.) A late-term abortion (an abortion in the 3rd trimester of pregnancy)

D.) Making a bootleg copy of a film

E.) Selling pot to elementary school students

F.) A 13 year old rape victim who throws her baby in the garbage

G.) Jaywalking while in a hurry to make an appointment

H.) Unintentionally polluting the environment, thus accidentally contributing to cancer rates

I.) Intentionally setting fire to a church or other place of worship (no one is harmed)

J.) Desecrating gravestones in a cemetery

K.) Dog fighting

L.) Plagiarizing a paper in high school or college

M.) Using drugs (any kind)

N.) Shooting someone an unarmed intruder who has broken into your home

O.) Physician assisted suicide (a doctor helping a terminally ill patient kill themselves)

P.) A citizen who refuses to go to war during when a draft is instituted

Q.) Public urination

R.) Drinking & driving after 1-2 drinks (yet still legally ‘sober’)
S.) A woman who drinks or smokes during her pregnancy (this is prior to the birth of the child, potential birth defects (if any) are not yet detected.

T.) A citizen who walks past a crime being committed without intervening or reporting it to authorities

U.) Acquaintance rape in the case of both partners being heavily intoxicated

V.) Someone who commits a hit-and-run (hitting someone with their car and driving away without stopping) – the person who was hit was not killed

W.) Smoking in a public place when it is illegal to do so in that particular state

X.) A parent slapping her 5 year old child with an open hand

Y.) A father smoking in the car on a daily basis while driving his young child to school
Selected Sanctions:

0 = No Punishment

1 = Social disapproval

2 = Small criminal fine

3 = Large criminal fine

4 = Short jail sentence (less than 6 months)

5 = Lengthy jail sentence (6 months - 1 yr)

6 = Short prison sentence (1-3 years)

7 = Moderate prison sentence (3-5 years)

8 = Lengthy prison sentence (more than 5 years)

10 = Life imprisonment

11 = Execution
