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Boys and men normally have an XY chromosome pair whereas girls and women have XX. Sometimes these ‘rules’ can be turned on their heads –producing boys with XX and girls with XY. This can be completely invisible and may only be discovered in a chromosome test. 

Question #1

If you found you had the “wrong” set of chromosomes, would that change whether you felt yourself to be a man or a woman? Should it change someone else’s opinion?

People can also have many different “in-between” chromosome variations such as XXY, XXYY, XO. Some of these can mean that people are less stereotypically built as men or women –they might develop as very

tall women, they may fail to develop secondary characteristics, or they may be infertile.

Question #2

If you were one of these people, what would you base your sense of self upon? Would you rely on your genital sex, the way you look overall, or the way you feel inside?

People can be born with ambiguous external genitalia, or differences between their external or internal construction.

Question #3

If you had a child like this and were able to tell at birth, which way would you raise them? Would it be possible to raise a child without assigning them a definite sex?

If you were that child, how might you feel about having your sex chosen by parents and doctors? Supposing you grew up to feel differently inside?

These are all ways in which people can be born with so-called “Intersex” conditions. There are more than 70 different kinds of Intersex condition –some are obvious and some are not. Intersex conditions affect more than 1 in 100 children born. That means there may be several in this school.

Question #4

Why is the topic treated with such secrecy?

Are there any other ways in which sex characteristics might be inconsistent? Could someone have apparently consistent physical attributes and yet simply feel uncomfortable in their body?
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The following section is extracted directly from “The Transgender Debate” (Whittle, SW.) 

Anthropologists first began to take note of cross-living behavior amongst various peoples in the early part of the nineteenth century. Waldemar Bogoras lived amongst the Chukchi of Siberia from 1890 to 1908. He describes seven gender categories in addition to the categories woman and man –used by the Chukchi.

Though individual Chukchi could choose to ‘change sex’ there were other genders which Chukchi could take up which did not involve a change from one sex to another, but rather from one gender to another. Most noticeably they could choose not to stay in their original gender, but they did not necessarily become of the opposite gender as we understand it. One example is that of the yirka-la ul: 

S/he was anatomically male but would arrange his/her hair as if s/he was a woman, associate in the life of women in the tribe, and usually marry a man. The yirka-la ul was respected as a shaman for his/her healing and spiritual powers. The husband of a yirka-la ul would have high status amongst their people because of his marriage to a shaman, but in the home he would take a secondary role to the spirit husband of the yirka-la ul.

Similar categories were recognized in other groupings such as the Koryak and Kamchadel in Siberia. 

Also, amongst the various ethnic groups that inhabit Northern Albania and the Western Balkans there are still being reported cases of the ‘sworn virgin’. The sworn virgin is an anatomical female who adopts the role, dress and behavior of a man, and who is accorded the privileges and status which are afforded to men in their societies. 

It must be noted that cross-gender living is not necessarily synonymous with a desire to ‘change sex’ but is often closely related. It can be argued that if surgery and hormone treatment had been available to people who historically had led cross-gender lives, then they might have chosen to refer to themselves as transsexual, or if not that, at least use some of the facilities that are now available to transsexual people.

Examples of groups who have done this are the Hijari of Northern India and the She-males of Singapore and Thailand

See also “The Third Gender” (Oaxaca Times):

http://www.pfc.org.uk/pfclists/news-arc/2004q2/msg00071.htm
How does society accommodate or reject gender crossing?

It is estimated that about 1 in 11,900 people born apparently male will grow up to be transsexual girls and women. Roughly half or a third as many girls grow up to be transsexual boys and men. These ratios between the sexes seem to vary in other countries though.

Questions:

To what extent might our different attitudes towards male and female gender transgressions account for different rates of crossing? Might there be less transsexual men because, as women, they have more flexibility to bend their role to fit?

Is it a mental illness to be different in this way? Is it a mental illness to be gay or lesbian? (Hint: It once was considered that way). 

Are either phenomena an act of choice or the way someone is born?

If someone is born in a way that will lead them to gender change, how should we think of them as men or women? Do we make that change in our own perception only when they’ve had “the op” (suppose they can’t have surgery?). Do we make that change in how we see them when they start dressing and living as the new sex or when they start taking hormones? 

To what extent could we think of them as having been that sex all-along?

Until the Gender Recognition Act in 2004, the law regarded people who change their sex as belonging to the sex they were registered at birth.  

 What effects would that have:

- On the ability to marry?

- On rights to claim pensions and benefits?

- On buying things like insurance?

- On maintaining privacy?
