Mr. Nelson

Sociology 101

Good Hair – extra credit.

Throughout this documentary, Chris Rock examines and analyzes Sociological issues of class, race, culture, and gendered behaviors. As an extra credit assignment, I want you to address the following questions, which ARE NOT based in any order of the film itself:

1.) What are some racial and gendered behaviors that Rock describes regarding how black women modify their hair (feel free to include both procedural behaviors  [e.g, the act of ‘perming’ and getting a weave], as well as the frequency and effort put into modifying one’s hair)?

2.) What are the economic components to the black hair industry in the United States? Address issues of:

· Poverty in black communities juxtaposed with the expense of weaves

· Economics of the industry itself (in other words, how profitable of an industry is it? How much does it take in annually, how much are black women spending on black hair products?) 

· Black weaves as a commodity – where does the hair come from? How does it reach the U.S.? 

3.) What are some of the different rationales (explanations) offered by the black women in the documentary as to WHY they engage in these hair modifying behaviors? 

4.) Finally, as an opinion (informed by the documentary), what do you personally feel about so-called ‘good hair’? In other words, speak in depth about your opinion of the practices in terms of class, race, and gender using themes we’ve discussed in class (any). 
