Mr. Nelson

Sociology

Rape or Marriage? (taken from Sociology: A Down to Earth Approach)

Scenario 1.) 

Surrounded by cornfields, Lincoln, Nebraska is about as provincial as a state capital gets. Most of its residents have little experience with people from different ways of life.  Their baptism into cultural diversity came as a shock.

The wedding was traditional and followed millennia-old Islamic practices. A 39-year-old Iraqi refugee had arranged for his two eldest daughters, ages 13 and 14, to marry two fellow Iraqi refugees, ages 28 and 34.  A Muslim cleric flew in from Ohio to perform the ceremony.

Nebraska went into shock. So did the refugees.  What is marriage in Iraq is rape in Nebraska.  The husbands were charged with rape, the girl’s father with child abuse, and their mother with contributing to the delinquency of minors.

The event made front page news in Saudi Arabia, where people shook their heads in amazement at Americans.  Nebraskans shook their heads in amazement, too.

Scenario 2.)

In Fresno, California, a young Hmong refugee took a group of friends to a local college campus. There they picked up the girl he had selected to be his wife.  The young men brought her to his house, where he had sex with her.  The young woman, however, was not in agreement with this plan.

The Hmong call this zii poj niam, marriage by capture.  For them, this is an acceptable form of mate selection, one that mirrors Hmong courtship ideals of strong men and virtuous, resistant women.  The Fresno District Attorney, however, called it kidnapping and rape.

Question

1. Is the punishment of these acts legally justified, or legislative ethnocentrism? 

