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Mr. Nelson – Sociology 101
nelsonsaphumangeography@gmail.com
Final Research Project Presentation

Due Dates:
All papers due ____________________

Presentations begin _________________ 
One of the primary ways in which social scientists (psychologists, sociologists, anthropologists, economists and others) gather the information we study is through research. For this final exam project you will be asked to do social science research on a topic of your choosing and present your findings to the class. The pages below go into depth about the numerous steps and procedures required of you. You will most likely have to read this over several times, but I want you to understand the basic steps and requirements demanded of you:
Part I – What must be included in your project appears below. In Part II I will explain the process, and give detailed suggestions as to HOW to actually do all of this:

1. Research Questions (between 3-5): these are questions surrounding your topic that you want to find out the answer to, based on your research. They should guide your project because you ultimately want to answer them. For example, a research question can be something like, “Do charter schools help or hurt poor communities? 

2. A Hypothesis (e.g., “I believe that the majority of female social media posts will involve some elements of romantic relationships as their topics, whereas male posts will not.”)
3. Methodology: this is how you actually go about testing your hypothesis and answer your own research questions. There are several ways to go about this, you can do Qualitative Research (interviews, observations, things involving addressing people’s feelings and/or experiences) and/or Quantitative Research (numerical data like surveys, or counting the frequency of something.) You must create and provide all materials used (such as a survey or interview questions created). There are many online sources such as www.surveymonkey.com which allow you to do this paperless. 
4. A ‘Results’ section of your research: After collecting data, you must look it over and write down your results. 

5. Discussion Questions (5) for the class: These are intended to be analytical, open-ended questions about your topic that will encourage engaging discussions among the class. 
6. Some sort of Media (images, charts, video clips)

7. An outside, print source (article, book)
8. 5 page paper (to be handed in) AND a PowerPoint/Prezi presentation to present your findings to the class

PART II – What To Do – this part will be extremely detailed, and is presented chronologically in terms of the correct sequence of what you should do, and at what point. In other words, as you should begin with a research topic, that is the first thing that I discuss in detail. Don’t try to memorize this whole packet, but do each part in turn, then move on to the next.
Step 1 - Research Question/s: All research begins with questions – things you want to know more about. Begin with a topic and general research question – questions should be very specific, and intended to be something you can research - examples would be something like:
· “For what reasons do men who engage in gender transgressions face accusations of homosexuality, whereas women do not?”

· “For what reasons is it more socially acceptable for black Americans to use the N word, as opposed to white Americans?”

· “What are the various social meanings behind pant sagging as a manner of dress?

· “In what ways are different household tasks performed between males and females, and for what societal reason.”
· “What is the relationship between viewing sexually provocative pictures on Instagram and men’s perception of women?”

· “In what ways do misogynistic lyrics in hip-hop music impact black and white perceptions of women differently?” 
· “To what extent do violent media impact violent behavior?”

· “To what extent is it economically beneficial to go to college after high school?”

How to write good questions: First, start with a topic that interests you. Let’s use something from our Gender unit, for example. Below I’ve listed the ways in which 1 topic (in this case, sexuality) can be used to formulate different questions: After each question, I’ve listed what the question would lead you to explore:

General Topic: Sexuality

How do different races and ethnicities perceive sexual orientations in males and females? In this case, for example, you would be examining how homosexuality is thought of in different racial and ethnic communities. In other words, do black, Hispanic, and white people have different levels of acceptance of homosexuality in society? 

Topic: Sexuality and Gender Transgressions

I want to explore the ways and reasons that straight men are afraid of engaging in actions that will cause them to be perceived as ‘gay’ In this case you would be looking at different actions, behaviors, jobs, and activities (for example, becoming a nurse, cheerleading, etc.) that might be avoided by heterosexual males. 

Topic: Sexuality and religion

Is there more opposition to homosexuality in religious communities than in the general public?  In this case you could look at people’s feelings of homosexuality compared to their relative level of religious belief. Do more religious people tend to look down upon homosexuality, or does it not matter? 

Once you have a research topic you want to work with, go on to….
Step 2 – Hypothesis
In this step, you need to write down what you think you will find after you do your research. I believe that my research will show that people find it more acceptable for black people to use the ‘N’ word in casual conversation than other races.
Step 3 – Methodology 
Methodology (the method you choose) is the way you are going to go about answering your own question from part 1.  There are 3 ways you can go about this (listed below). You will choose 1 (or a combo if you like):

1. Observation: Observation involves watching, or observing, the behavior of an individual or group without you interacting with them.  

2. Surveys: This is where you create a handout that has 5-10 questions that you distribute to a group of people to fill out. After giving the group a timeframe (for example, “you have 1 day to fill this out”), collect the surveys with answers and look over the data (their answers) *if you choose this you must both create AND provide me with the survey. 
3. Interviews: This involves asking a series of questions, typically to 1 person in a 1:1 setting (sometimes a small group works as well, but keep it small) – this should also be 10 questions
4. Data gathered from outside sources (e.g., stats on race and prison inmates)
*You need to choose which one/s are most appropriate for your topic. 
Step 4 – Results
In this section you need to actually write down the data. In other words, if you surveyed 25 people about the use of the “N” word being used by different races, what were the results? You could do this by percentage or actual number. For example, you could say that, of the 25 people, 10 percent didn’t accept the use of the word at all, 20 percent said it’s only acceptable when blacks use it, etc. You can than further break this down by other categories, such as race/ethnicity, age, etc. *Please see my example PowerPoint to see how I did this. 
Step 5 – Discussion Questions for the Class

So you aren’t just reading results to the class for your entire presentation, you will create between 5-10 discussion questions for the class. These can be at the end, or woven throughout the presentation, whatever you feel is best. These should be open-ended, meant to engender conversation. 

Steps 6-7: Outside Sources (media/article)
Please utilize images, charts, graphs, and/or videos in your presentation, as you see fit. Try to keep video clips less than 5 minutes. Articles should be taken from the course website – I will upload even more articles that pertain to different topics as we go. 
Step 8: Paper & Presentation 
You must hand me in a 5 page, double spaced paper that outlines all of the criteria above. It must include all 7 of the parts above; including any surveys that you created and articles used (these won’t count towards the 3-page write up!) 

Grading:

Sociology Final Report Card Grade:  This project, along with the district-wide ‘post-test’ will comprise the majority of your final grade (in addition to the few projects in the 2nd marking period). Remember that your final course grade is calculated by multiplying each of your marking period grades by 2, adding your final presentation grade, then dividing that number by 5. To show an example:

Student marking period 1 grade = 65%

Student marking period 2 grade = 75%

Student final presentation grade = 80%

65+65+75+75+80 = 72

Final Average on Report Card = 72%

Grading Rubric for Final Project: Your grade will be out of 100 points, then multiplied by 2, based on the following 4 criteria:

1. Format (did you follow directions and get in all 8 bullet points of the presentation format and research I asked) – 25%
2. Preparation (were you ready when it was your turn, or did I have to give you extra time and deduct points? Is it obvious that you put time and effort into your presentation, or does it look thrown together?) – 25%
3. Quality & Clarity (does your question, research, and presentation reflect effort and understanding of course materials? Is your presentation clear and easy to follow?) – 25%
4. Presentation (is your presentation engaging, does it keep people’s interest, did you formulate good discussion questions that kept the class engaged and talking?) – 25%
Total = 100% x 2 = 200%

*Participation Grading: To help everyone’s grade and to encourage active engagement in other people’s presentations, I will give extra credit for every time an audience member raises their hand to ask a question, answer a question, make a comment, or reply to another student’s comment during a presentation. I will literally keep a tally, and then determine an extra credit grade that will be added to your average. Basically this is a way for you to earn points while someone else presents. 
Lateness:You will lose a significant amount of points for each day that you are late in presenting your project. Even if you were to go first, you still would have had an entire month to prepare; there is no reason for lateness. 

Part III – Suggestions – in this section I will offer some suggestions as to both the type of project you could choose, as well as some content ideas. You can take or leave these, they are merely suggestions, and do not constitute any sort of complete list of potential topics. You are both welcomed, and encouraged to come up with your own research topic: 
Random Topics:
Social Problems (mixed topics):
· Sex offenders/Pedophiles (prevalence, societal treatment, societal reaction to, laws)
· Suicide (types of, reasons for, prevalence in different genders, races, and geographic areas)

· Hate Speech (racist organizations in the U.S., rights of these groups, use of online media)
· The Homeless (prevalence, help for, societal treatment of, reasons for)

· Gangs/Organized Crime (types of gangs, reasons for gangs, gangs and race, history of gangs, gangs and gender roles)

· Poverty and Crime

· Eating Disorders (causes of, psychological explanations, prevalence in different genders, races, and socio-economic groups, treatments of)

Youth Culture/High School Issues:

· Teen dating/relationships/sexuality
· Teen eating disorders

· Cliques and Outcasts: Case Study of High School Groups and Social Structures

· Mean Girls: Study of competition between young women

· Teen Pregnancy (prevalence, perception, impacts on mother, impact on children, gender differences in teen parenting,  media portrayals)

· Underage Drinking (drinking laws, prevalence of alcohol as a contributor to teen crime or pregnancy, perceptions of adults)

· Youth Crime/Juvenile Detention System (types of crimes, difference from adult prisons, punishment of kids versus that of adults)

· Alcohol and Drug abuse (perceptions of addicts, treatments, punishments, social reasons for)

· Bullying (rise of, laws surrounding, definitions of, online bullying, societal reaction)

Causes of School Shootings/Mass Murders: 
· Columbine High School, or other infamous shootings 
Police Violence and Corruption:
· Case study of Ferguson, or other police violence issues regarding race
· Impacts of race and class on policing policies (e.g., “Stop and Frisk”)

· Urban Riots (reasons for, economic impact of, reactions to, historical examples of)
Abortion Rights:
· Abortion and religion

· Perception of abortions

· Gender and abortion (should men be involved in this debate?)

· Changing laws about abortion and their reflection on our values

The American Prison System/Crime:
· The Death Penalty

· Minorities and treatment in the criminal justice system

· Gang activity in prisons

· Crime and gender (who commits what crimes, and how are they punished?)

· Privatization of American prisons/Prisons as a business in the United States

· 3-strikes laws and imprisonment of non-violent drug offenders

· Race and crime (who commits which, and how are they punished?)

· Drugs polices (e.g., the ‘war’ on drugs in the U.S.)

· Prostitution - policies and perceptions

· Terrorism

· Crime and poverty

Issues Surrounding the LGBT community: 
· Homosexuality in different cultures

· Acceptance of homosexuality in different racial/ethnic communities
· Same-sex marriage or Same Sex Dating in Schools (e.g., should same-sex couples be allowed at prom?)

· Defense of Marriage Act and its impacts

· Proposition 8 in California

· Same-sex adoption/Influence of homosexual parents on children
· Bisexuality 
· ‘Transgendered’ as an identity (people’s acceptance of it, etc.)
Relationships and Family Organizations:
· Online dating (prevalence, types of websites, gendered deceptions, societal perception of it, safety, etc.)

· Cheating and Infidelity Behaviors 

· Child Discipline in different racial/ethnic communities

· Parenting styles

· Case study of a family type by race (e.g., African American families, Latin American families, South Asian families, etc.)

· Arranged Marriages

· Polygamist Families

· Birth Order (how your place in your sibling birth order impacted how you were raised and your: personality, intelligence, sexual orientation, health, etc.)

· Foster Care and Adoption systems in the U.S.

· Adopted Children

· Domestic Abuse and its impacts

· Divorce and its impacts (reasons for, impact on children, etc.)
· Single-Family households (struggles, impact on kids)

· Housework and Gender (who does what around the house, and how does this vary by race/ethnicity, and gender?)
· Interracial dating/marriages
· “Stay at home Dads” – work and gender

· Male and Female gender roles in relationships

Case study of a cultural practice

· Weddings in different cultures 
· Death rituals in different cultures

· Food production/consumption practices (e.g., fast food culture and how it’s changed the United States)

·  Religious practices/beliefs

Music:
· Music and race/ethnicity (who listens to what?)

· Genres (e.g., the impact of black culture on early Rock and Roll artists) 

· Music and gender preferences

Sports:
· Sports and Race (which race plays which sports, racial distributions in certain sports, history of race and sports
· Sports and segregation (negro baseball leagues, prevalence of white quarterbacks)

· Sports and Gender (gendered sports, different rules, professional leagues, etc.)
· Sports and American culture – importance of sports, sports fans

Mass and Social Media:

· How does media depict ________________ (fill in the blank – e.g., blacks, Hispanics, old people, disabled people, women, men)
· Children’s books (at least 3, such as Disney Princesses and the messages they project), 
· Analysis of newspaper articles covering a particular topic (e.g., terrorism), 
· Magazine ads depicting beauty ideals.
· Instagram pictures and their impacts on perception

· Social Media usage and personality/gender (who uses FB, Instagram, Tumblr?) 

· Social Media Posts/Tweets (posts and gender, ‘selfie’ culture, why certain people post certain things)
· Social media and the self (like the assignment I gave you, only more fleshed out and detailed)

· Social Media ‘addiction’ behaviors

· Social media and changing concepts of privacy
Case Study of a sub-culture or counter-cultural group:
· Body Modification subcultures (Tattoos, Piercings, etc. – who gets what kind of tattoos? Tattoos and gender, tattoos and cultural meanings, societal acceptance of tattoos and body modification throughout history, laws surrounding body modification)

· Scene surrounding a type of music (e.g., hip-hop, metal, punk rock, rave culture)

· Fans or players (or both) of a particular sport or activity such as football, soccer, cricket, baseball, etc. 

· Child Beauty Pageants (both the parents and children who engage in these)
· Religious or Cultural Group (e.g. ethnicities, religions)

Race:

The Social Construction of Race:

· Multiple identities of multiracial/multiethnic Americans

· Changing demographics of the United States (rise of Hispanic and Asian immigrants) and how it impacts the culture of the U.S. (politics, work, laws, etc.)

· Racial behaviors – types of actions that are perceived to be racially specific – think of types of food (e.g., ‘soul food’ as black food), types of music listened to, language used (e.g., the ‘N’ word, or other such terms), sagging of pants, criminality, etc. 

Stereotypes: 

· Analyze how stereotypes of different groups is formed and solidified. Groups can include: males, females, any race/ethnicity, religion
· Black English/Ebonics debate

· Use of the “N” word in different communities (is it acceptable? What are the different social meanings? Should other groups use the word?)
Racism (personal and institutional) & Discrimination:

· Islamophobia and perception of the ‘other’

· Historical racisms (e.g., Chinese Americans, Japanese, Muslims, Immigrants, etc.)

· Racial profiling (police policies such as “Stop and Frisk”, detention of Muslims at airports, stopping of perceived illegal immigrants in Arizona, etc.)
· ‘White Privilege’ and its manifestations

· Discrimination in the workplace based on names

· Reverse Racism: Affirmative action policies in the workforce or in colleges 
· Racisms/Stereotypes in the media (music, movies, YouTube, T.V. shows) 

Segregation:

· Self-segregation – why groups separate themselves from the general population (this could include races, religions, ethnicities, or sub-cultures)

· Minority groups and their experience in the United States
· Residential segregation on Long Island (or anywhere else you’ve noticed)
· Segregation in schools/school districts
Gender:

· Gender in different cultures (rejecting of binary system, ‘two spirits’, Sakalavas of Madagaskar, Kanaka Maoli of Hawaii, etc.) 

· Gender Transgressions – when men and women engages in the ‘opposite’ gender’s behaviors or jobs

· Body images and ideals in different cultures (thinness, skin tone, height, the ‘ideal’ man and woman)
· Feminism and its impacts on gender

· Gender socialization (how do we develop a sense of gender – toys, language, dress, behaviors taught, behaviors punished, societal imitation, etc.) 
· Gender Stratification (how women and men are treated differently in different aspects of a society, including different pay scales, discrimination, general treatment, etc.)
· Gender Violence (rape culture, rape on college campuses, legislation to deal with rape)
Part IV - Resources:
All materials uploaded under the Chapter 3: Sociological Research Methods on the class website, www.nelsonssociology101.weebly.com
Blogs/Websites:
http://thesocietypages.org/socimages/pinterest/
